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From Secretary General's Desk...
Dear Colleagues,

As the world population 
edged past 7.1 billion, 
h a v i n g  p r o f o u n d 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r 
sustainability of the 
development process, 
one billion people across 
the globe continue to lack 
access to sufficient water 
for consumption, sanitation and agriculture. As 
glaciers continue to melt and aquifers depleted 
faster than they can be replenished, food 
production is stretched. Fight for sustainable 
development no more remains a fantasy but is 
a dire necessity. Two years down the Rio+20 
(June 2012), efforts are on to move closer to 
the ‘Future We Want’. This issue reports an 
update on the process to establish ‘Sustainable 
Development Goals - SDG’ (to be adopted in 
2015) that are of interest and concern to the 
ICID community. 

As ICID’s contribution to the Theme “Investing 
in young people” for the World Population Day 
11th July 2014, we assist the youth power to 
take on the development challenges and initiate 
the process by facilitating their participation 
in ICID events and enabling them to explore 
new options by which they can contribute to 
the sustainable agriculture water management.

Anniversaries provide an opportunity to reflect 
and remember past achievements and to honor 
those who have been part of the journey. It 
also provide an occasion to raise awareness 
on an issue. ICID Foundation Day (24 June)  
serves the same purpose. This year, I had 
the privilege, along with the President Gao 
Zhanyi to spend the day in the company of 
drainage experts, gathered in the historical city 
of St. Petersburg on the occasion of 12th ICID 
International Drainage Workshop (12th IDW). 

RuCID, hosted a lunch for the participants 
while on a visit to one of the marvels of flood 
mitigation: the St. Petersburg Flood Barrier. 
It provided an opportunity to reflect on the 
contribution that has been made by the experts 
in land reclamation in that part of the world 
and thereby combating poverty and hunger 
around the world. A brief report on 12th IDW 
is presented in this issue.

During the month of July we have successfully 
started implementation of the last of the 
four major new initiatives of President Gao 
Zhanyi’s term - according recognition to 
“Heritage Irrigation Structures (HIS)". The 
objective of the initiative is to learn and apply 
the lessons of the past for making decisions 
in the present and planning for the future. 
The study of heritage irrigation structures 
that continue to serve their intended purpose 
beyond their expected lifespans enables us 
to draw lessons for sustainable development. 
Some may tend to argue that our modern 
science and technology has lifted us above 
the lessons of history. However, there is no 
denying the fact that the analytical process 
teaches us the critical thinking skills that can 
allow present engineers to make decisions 
about the present and future. 

Despite the short time available to the National 
Committees to submit nominations for HIS, 
we have received some interesting proposals, 
which are under the consideration of Panel of 
Judges. But there is no need to feel left out. 
The process of receiving the nominations is a 
continuous one. The present deadline of 22nd 
July 2014 is only for the structures that would 
be accorded recognition during the Congress. 
Please keep sending us your nominations

52nd meeting of the Board of Governors of 
WWC also saw President Gao Zhanyi propose 
the another initiative that expands the scope 
of our learning from the past, the “World 
Water System Heritage” to include all water 

systems, particularly the people’s contribution 
and management that have underlined the 
sustainability of the systems over the centuries. 
Details of the program will be jointly developed 
by ICID and WWC and the program is expected 
to be launched at the 7th WWF.

The pre-Council meetings of the various 
workbodies will, among others, include 
informal discussions on the four out of five 
new Working Groups provisionally accepted 
to be established by the 64th IEC at Mardin. 
These Working Groups under Theme Schemes 
are on: Drainage; Irrigation Development and 
Management; Institutional and Organizational 
Aspects; and Revitalization and Modernization. 
The Draft Scoping Documents prepared by the 
respective Core Groups have been circulated 
among the National Committees and would form 
the basis of deliberation during these informal 
meetings, before they are formally presented 
to the 65th IEC at Gwangju for approval. 

The Annual Report 2013-14, “International 
Cooperation in Agriculture Water Management”, 
which is already on the web, has been 
dispatched to the NCs and all the Office 
Bearers and partner organizations. We would 
appreciate your feedback and continued inputs 
for enrichment of future reports. 

I am sure you are busy preparing for the 
Congress and the Council meetings. Please 
keep a watch on the changes in the programme. 
You are likely to discover more interesting 
features. Looking forward to see you all at 
Gwangju. 

With best regards,

Avinash C Tyagi
Secretary General

The 12th ICID International Drainage 
Workshop on the theme “Drainage on 
Waterlogged Agricultural Areas” brought 
together participants from 23 countries: 
Bangladesh, China, Egypt, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Kazakhstan, 
Latvia, Norway, Pakistan, Republic of 
Korea, The Russian Federation, South 
Africa, Sri Lanka, Turkey, UK, and 
Uzbekistan. The Workshop covered seven 
sub-themes i.e. (a) Advanced equipment 

and technologies for drainage construction 
on waterlogged land; (b) Socio-economic 
aspects of drainage construction on 
waterlogged land (legal acts and economic 
mechanisms); (c) Drainage designs and 
analysis methods; (d) Issues of training 
and skill development of designers, builders 
and drainage system control/operation 
engineers; (e) Integrated approach to 
drainage control issues and environmental 
protection; (f) Economic use of drained 
land; and (f) History of drainage systems.

Drainage provision in saline and 
waterlogged soils promote rehabilitation 
of land, increase in potential for soil 
productivity and crop productivity, resulting 
in increase of farmers’ income and thus 
imparts social and economic significances 
to drainage. One of the main environmental 
significance of drainage is its positive 
influence on health of people, crops 
and farm animals. At the same time it 
is necessary to understand potential 
deleterious environmental effects of the 

12th ICID International Drainage Workshop (12th IDW), Russia, June 2014
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excessive draining: surface and ground 
water pollution with drained water. Need 
for transition from the technical solution to 
the issues of the sustainable development 
ensuring efficient water resources 
management thereby providing worldwide 
food safety has been emphasized at 
various ICID fora. 

As a result of presentations and discussions 
at the 12th IDW participants reached at the 
following consensus approaches to meet 
the strategic objectives of “Drainage on 
Waterlogged Agricultural Areas”.

1.  There is an obvious relationship 
between investments in reclamation of 
land and poverty reduction, including 
ensuring food safety. In many countries 
such as the Russian Federation, 
China, Turkey, India, Indonesia, South 
Africa and many others, drainage is 
provided extensively, accompanied with 
measures for rational use of water and 
land. Potential benefit of the above 
mentioned measures is proven to be 
high but the political will is required to 
apply these measures worldwide. 

2.  Irrigation and drainage, facing many 
challenges, provide the basis for the 
global food security. Modernization 
and upgrading measures to improve 
operation of drainage are being 
implemented throughout the world 
at different speed and in different 
scale. A great deal has been 
achieved by force of innovation and 
technological advance. However, not 
only innovation techniques but also 
traditional technologies need to be 
provided to the farmers through the 
Advisory Service.

3.  Social and economic significance 
of drainage in the waterlogged 

agricultural lands lies in improvement 
in working conditions in the reclaimed 
lands, increased employment in the 
rural areas, attraction of the expert 
labor to the farms and infrastructure 
improvement. Therefore, drainage 
must be planned and implemented on 
the basis of an integrated approach 
incorporating the innovative techniques 
of crops growing; cultivation of high 
yield crops, varieties and hybrids; 
application of calculated rates of 
fertilizers; and integrated plant 
protection system. 

4.  Financial support from government as 
well as private investors is required 
to provide not only for technological 
interventions such as construction 
and remodeling of drainage systems 
but also for soil fertility improvement; 
financial management; developing 
public awareness of the local farmers 
and agricultural producers; and 
drainage systems maintenance. 

5.  Experience of the many advanced 
nations shows that high productive and 
energy-intensive equipment machinery 
can provide qualitative construction 

and operational works. Therefore, it is 
advisable to organize special-purpose 
interregional (international) firms to fulfill 
works within the drainage systems 
according to the orders of the farmers.

6.  In order to meet the requirements of 
emergency situation due to extreme 
weather risk analysis is required for the 
better management of the irrigation and 
drainage systems. In order to mitigate 
risks to farmers’ income, adaptation 
to climate variability and change 
should be carried out on the basis 
of the developed hydrometeorology 
forecasts and techniques related to 
water, nutrition and air regimes in the 
reclaimed lands.

7.  In order to impart training in new 
principles of management and transfer 
of knowledge and techniques, it is 
advisable to organize international 
training courses for the specialists 
from the developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition 
to study and exchange experiences of 
the developed countries in the field of 
agriculture management practice in the 
reclaimed areas.

22nd ICID Congress and 65th IEC Meeting  
14-20 September 2014, Kimdaejung Convention Centre  

Gwangju Metropolitan City, Republic of Korea

Registration
Registration is required in order to be 
admitted to the venue and for participation 
in the scientific program of the 22nd ICID 
Congress and 65th IEC Meeting. The 
registration will be confirmed upon receiving 
full payment. The Registration Deadline is 
August 31, 2014. Please register at http://
www.icid2014.org/registration/reg_1.
asp?sMenu=reg1

Incheon Int’l Airport (Seoul) to 
Gwangju by Plane/Train/Bus
Host City of Gwangju is well connected 
by airlines, high-speed train (KTX) and 

express buses, with Seoul, Incheon, 
Busan and all other major cities, easily 
accessible within a day’s trip. The capital 
city, Seoul, is 291 km away from Gwangju, 
and can be reached in one hour by plane, 
three hours by KTX, and four hours by 
express bus. Seoul city is about 45 Km 
from Incheon Int’l Airport. 

The National Organizing Committee for the 
22nd ICID Congress offers a shuttle bus 
service free of charge, once you reach 
Gwangju, for travel to venue from any of 
the arrival points. The time table of shuttle 
buses updated at http://www.icid2014.
org/general/general_6.asp?Menu=gen6

Accommodation
The Organizing Committee of the 
22nd ICID Congress offers various 
accommodation options nearby 
the venue with the discounted 

rates. In order to take advantage of such 
special rates, participants/delegates should 
make reservation through the Online Hotel 
Reservation portal. Rooms will be reserved 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The 
Special discounted rates can be availed by 
making reservation through their website 
at http://www.icid2014.org/hotel/hotel_1.
asp?sMenu=hot1. The service will no 
longer be available from 31st July 2014. 
The Congress supported hotels are: (a) 
Holiday Inn Gwangju; (b) Ramada Plaza 
Gwangju; (c) Pardo Hotel; (d) Shinyang 
Park Hotle; (d) Mudeung Park Hotel; and 
(f) Firenze Tourist Hotel.
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Visa Procedures 

All foreign visitors entering the Republic 
of Korea must possess a valid passport. 
Delegates, except those from countries 
who have visa exemption agreements 
with Korea, should apply to a Korean 
diplomatic mission in their countries for 
visas prior to their departure. For details, 
delegates are advised to contact the 
Korean Embassy in their countries, or 
view the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade website at www.mofat.go.kr. Other 
useful websites are: Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade - www.mofat.go.kr; Korea 
Immigration Service - www.immigration.
go.kr; Hi Korea - www.g4f.go.kr.

ICID YPF Scholarships - Awarded

ICID established the Young Professionals 
Forum (YPF) way back in 1993 to provide 
an opportunity to young professionals to 
engage, network and share experiences 
with ICID professionals. This year ICID 
invited nominations for ICID Scholarships 
to Young Professionals from all National 
Committees (NCs) and partner International 
Organizations (IOs) for attending the 22nd 
ICID Congress, at Gwangju, Republic of 
Korea. Ten young professionals have 
been awarded full scholarship while five 
have been awarded for partial scholarship. 
In order to enrich the repertoire of YPs, 
two half-day training workshops have 
been organized for them besides taking 
responsibilities as rapporteurs in various 
sessions of the Congress and attending 
ICID Working Group meetings.

Contact coordinates: 22nd ICID Congress 
Secretariat: Dr. Young D. Kim and Mr. Hun 
Sun Lee, 2nd Floor BH B/D 902-5 Bangbae-
Dong, Seocho-Gu,Seoul 137-060, Republic 
of Korea. Tel.: +82-2-6288-6300, Fax: +82- 
2-6288-6399, E-mail:icid2014@icid2014.
org and Website: http://www.icid2014.org 

Congress Coordinator: Dr. Vijay 
K. Labhsetwar, Director, International 
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage 
(ICID), Central Office: 48 Nyaya Marg, 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021, India. 
Tel: +91 11 26115679, +91 11 26116837, 
+91 11 24679532, Fax: +91 11 26115962; 
E-mail: icid@icid.org, Website <http://www. 
icid.org>

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Process: An UPDATE

In accordance with the Rio+20 outcome 
document The Future We Want an 
intergovernmental process on SDGs that 
is open to all stakeholders has been 
established as reported earlier in these 
columns. The process is expected to lead to 
adoption of global sustainable development 

goals by the UNGA. In line with the outcome 
document an inter-governmental Open 
Working Group (OWG) has been created, 
that will submit a report to the 68th session 
of the General Assembly containing a 
proposal for sustainable development goals 
for consideration. The outcome document 

specifies that the process leading to the 
SDGs needs to be coordinated and coherent 
with the processes considering the post 
2015 development agenda and that initial 
input to the work of the Open Working 
Group will be provided by the UNSG in 
consultation with national governments. The 

Pakistan National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (PANCID), with 
its Secretariat located in the Office of 
Chief Engineering Adviser/Chairman 
Federal Flood Commission, Ministry 
of Water and Power at Islamabad, 
Pakistan. Chief Engineering Adviser/
Chairman Federal Flood Commission 
acts as Chairman & Engineering Adviser 
(Civil) also as Secretary of the Pakistan 
National Committee on Irrigation and 
Drainage. PANCID consists of 28 
members from various organizations. 

PANCID has been one of the most 
active National Committees of ICID 
since it joined as a member of ICID in 
the year 1953 and actively participating 
in various activities of ICID for over 
six decades through participation of its 
experts in various technical working 
groups and by contributing papers 
to Journal for Irrigation and Journal 
and various international meetings, 
congresses, seminars etc. PANCID 
has large representations in various 
Technical Workbodies of ICID. 

PANCID was set up for furthering the 
objectives of ICID and coordinating the 
various activities, including collaboration 
and compilation of information/data, 
its publications and dissemination 
of information, particularly in the 
field of irrigation, drainage and flood 
management. The main functions of the 
PANCID are – (i) To act as a focal point 
for irrigation and drainage activities in 
Pakistan and further aims and objectives 
of the ICID within Pakistan; (ii) To 
stimulate and promote the development 
and application of irrigation, drainage, 
river training and flood control techniques; 
and (iii) To cooperate with ICID for 
further distribution and interchange 
of information concerning irrigation, 
drainage, river training and flood control 
between National Committees of the 
participating countries. 

PANCID has given ICID five Vice 
Presidents in the past, namely, Mr. 
M.A. Hamid (1961-1964), Ch. Altaf 
Hussain (1981-1984), Mr. Shams-ul Mulk 
(1989-1992), Mr. Khalid Mohtadullah 
(1995-1998) and Engr. Husnain Ahmad 
(2010-2013). PANCID has hosted many 
ICID events, such as 37th International 
Executive Council (IEC) meeting in 1986; 
5th International Drainage Workshop 

Know your National Committee
(5th IDW); and 
20th International 
C o n g r e s s  o n 
I r r i g a t i o n  a n d 
Dra inage  (20 th 
ICID Congress) and 
59th International 
Executive Council 
(IEC) in 2008 at 
Lahore, Pakistan. Besides, the above 
meetings, PANCID have also organized 
several national level conferences, 
seminars, workshops on various 
occasions.

Mr. Asjad Imtiaz Ali is the Chairman 
of the Pakistan National Committee 
on Irrigation and Drainage.  He has 
served as Chief Engineer (Floods) in 
the office of Chief Engineering Adviser 
/ Chairman Federal Flood Commission, 
Ministry of Water & Power in Islamabad, 
Pakistan during the years 2003-2010. 
Mr. Asjad Imtiaz Ali, a graduate 
from M.E.T.U, obtained B.Sc. in civil 
engineering and specialized in the field 
of Water Resources and Construction 
Management from Germany. Mr. Ali has 
more than 30 years of experience in the 
water sector of Pakistan. He has also 
actively coordinated with World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank, JBIC and 
other bilateral aid agencies irrigation 
and drainage activities. Since 2011 
he is holding the apex post of Chief 
Engineering Adviser / Chairman Federal 
Flood Commission in the Ministry of 
Water & Power. Mr. Ali is also leading 
many key activities as Chairman, 
Pakistan National Committee on Large 
Dams (PANCOLD); Chairman, Dams 
Safety Council (DSC), Chief Executive 
Officer, Alternate Energy Development 
Board (AEDB), Project Director, Water 
Sector Capacity Building and Advisory 
Services Project (WCAP) and Member 
(Federal) of Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA). He has been very 
actively involved with PANCID and ICID.

ICID congratulates Mr. Asjad Imtiaz 
Ali, Chairman of PANCID for this 
new assignment and wishes that his 
experience takes PANCID to new 
heights in international cooperation 
and looks forward to his continued 
involvement and support in the activities 
of ICID towards fulfilling the mission.
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President Gao Zhanyi at 52nd BoG of WWC

The 52nd Board of Governors (BoG) 
meeting of the World Water Council 
(WWC) was held on 25-26 June 2014 in 
parallel with the 2nd Latin America Water 
Week (LWW). 

During the meeting, Prof. Benedito Braga, 
President of World Water Council (WWC) 
made a keynote speech on ‘A Pact for 
Water Security’ under the theme ‘Water for 

Development and Prosperity’ and stressed 
the necessity of steady implementation of 
policy for water-security and setting it at 
the high political agenda at the global level. 
Panel discussions on “Water for Food”; 
“Water for Energy”; and “Water for Cities” 
were successfully organized. President  
Dr. Gao Zhanyi was the Co-convener 
of theme “Water for Development and 

Future We Want, recognizes that progress 
towards achievement of the goals needs to 
be assessed and accompanied by targets 
and indicators, while taking into account 
different national circumstances, capacities 
and levels of development. 

The Zero Draft being considered by OWG can 
be seen at www.sustainabledevelopment.
un.org/focussdgs.html. There are 17 goals 
with multiple targets. Following Goals and 
related Targets are of DIRECT relevance 
for ICID Community. As part of the UN 
Secretary General’s input, in consultation 
with the Member countries, UN-Water has 
been coordinating inputs from various UN 
and other partner agencies working on 
issues related to water.

Proposed goal 2: End hunger, 
improve nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture 
2.3  By 2030 substantially increase small-

scale food producers’ productivity and 
incomes, particularly of women, family 
farmers and pastoralists through 
secure access for all, to productive 
resources and inputs, knowledge, 
financial services and markets 

2.4  By 2030 implement sustainable 
and resilient agricultural practices 
including for adaptation to climate 
change, extreme weather, drought and 
disasters, and progressively enhance 
soil quality 

2.a  Increase investment in rural 
infrastructure, agricultural research, 
technology development, and capable 

7.2  Double the share of renewable energy 
in the global energy mix by 2030 

Proposed goal 13: Tackle climate 
change and its impacts 
13.1  Strengthen resilience and adaptive 

capacity to climate induced hazards 
and natural disasters in all countries 

13.2  Integrate climate change adaptation 
and mitigation into national strategies 
and plans 

13.3  Improve education, awareness raising 
and human and institutional capacity 
on climate change mitigation, impact 
reduction, and early warning 

Proposed goal 15: Protect and 
promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, halt desertification, 
land degradation and biodiversity 
loss 
15.1  By 2020 ensure conservation and 

sustainable use of ecosystems, in 
particular wetlands, mountains and 
drylands, in line with international 
agreements 

15.2  By 2030, ensure the implementation 
of sustainable management of all 
types of forests, halt deforestation, 
and increase reforestation by x% 
globally 

15.3  By 2030, achieve a land degradation 
neutral world, and restore degraded 
land including land affected by 
desertification and drought 

institutions, particularly in countries 
that are net food importers 

Proposed goal 6: Ensure availability 
and sustainable use of water and 
sanitation for all 
6.1  By 2030, achieve universal access 

to safe and affordable drinking water 
for all 

6.3  By 2030, improve water quality 
by reducing pollution, eliminating 
dumping of chemicals and hazardous 
materials, doubling wastewater 
treatment and increasing recycling 
and reuse by x% globally 

6.4  By 2030, improve water-use efficiency 
by x% across all sectors and bring 
freshwater withdrawals in line with 
sustainable supply 

6.5  By 2030 implement integrated 
water resources management at all 
levels, and through transboundary 
cooperation as appropriate 

6.6  By 2030 decrease by x% mortality and 
y% losses caused by water-related 
disasters 

6.a  By 2030, expand international 
cooperation and support in water 
and sanitation related technologies, 
including water harvesting and 
desalination technologies and 
wastewater treatment, recycling and 
reuse technologies 

Proposed goal 7: Ensure sustainable 
energy for all 

Prosperity” and delivered a thematic speech 
on “Water and Food” during the session.

At the 52nd BoG meeting, President 
Dr. Gao Zhanyi made a presentation on 
World Water System Heritage (WWaSH). 
The WWaSH program is a global initiative 
for recognizing the historical Water 
Management Systems encompassing 
people’s groups, organizations, regimes, 
rules and practices that have stood the 
test of time and considered of outstanding 
value to humanity as a world heritage. The 
proposal of WWaSH was supported and 
approved by the Board of Governors (BoG). 
Prof. Braga emphasized on continuous and 
collaborative efforts between WWC and 
ICID on the topic and decided to establish 
a Task Force for collecting information, 
data, elaborating institutional design for 
WWaSH program, liaise with relevant 
organizations, and report the progress 
to the BoG/WWC. ICID is expected to 
promote both the WWaSH program of 
WWC as well as the Hertiage Irrigation 
Structure (HIS) of ICID.

m
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m

King Hassan II Great World Water Prize
Government of Morocco and the World 
Water Council (WWC) invited candidatures 
for the 5th King Hassan II Great World 
Water Prize on the theme “Cooperation 
and sound management in the development 
and use of water resources” which will be 
awarded to an institution, an individual or 
a group of individuals and/or organizations 
with thorough knowledge of the qualities 
and accomplishments of their candidate 
in line with the Prize theme.

The King Hassan II Great World Water Prize 
is an international award jointly established 
by Government of Morocco and the World 
Water Council. It honors the memory of His 
Majesty King Hassan II of Morocco, and his 
strategic vision in terms of environmental 
protection, and integrated and sustainable 
management of water resources. The 

Prize is presented every three years in 
conjunction with the World Water Forum. It 
will be awarded during the 7th World Water 
Forum which will be held during 12-17 April 
2015 at Daegu and Gyeongbuk, Republic 
of Korea. The winner will be invited to the 
Prize Ceremony in Daegu and Gyeongbuk, 
Republic of Korea and to the opening of 
the 7th World Water Forum. A sum of US$ 
100,000 accompanied by a trophy and a 
certificate will be awarded. 

Interested candidates should provide 
completed application form, available 
on the WWC website: http://www.
worldwatercouncil.org/index.php?id=1413 
and return with all required materials no 
later than 30 September 2014. 

2nd Latin American Water 
Week

The 2nd Latin America Water Week 
was organized jointly by CONAGUA and 
WWC from 23-27 June 2014. The event 
offers opportunity to Latin American 
countries to build consensus on pressing 
issues facing the region to prepare for 
contributions towards 7th WWF scheduled 
to be held from 12-17 April 2015 in Daegu 
and Geyongbuk in Republic of Korea. 
Managing water requires making choices 
between constraints and opportunities 
shared among human welfare, economic 
growth and ecological protection. Water 
Week Latinoamérica is a platform for the 
exchange of experiences and practices 
between the scientific, business, political 
and civic communities of South and Central 
America, focused on the water challenges 
and its impact on the environment, energy, 
health, climate, economy and society.

ICID Annual Report 2013-2014 Released 
ICID Annual Report for the year 2013-2014 is a publication that covers the 
key activities of: National Committees; Direct Members; Working Groups; 
Regional Level; Key ICID Events which includes the First World Irrigation 
Forum (WIF1); Working Together with Partners; Rewarding Excellence; 
Dissemination and Communication; Financial Management; and important 
data on World Irrigation and Drainage; World Irrigated Area; Sprinkler 
and Micro-Irrigated Area; and World Drainage Area. This report is now 
available for download on ICID website http://www.icid.org/ar_e_2013.pdf  
and the same is also circulated among large number of professionals 
across the world. The printed version of the report will be dispatched to 
all the National Committees, Direct Members, Office Bearers, and partner 
International Organizations. 

with an introduction to the concept and 
application, with five modules – (i) Water 
Footprint Concept and Application; (ii) Global 
Water Management; (iii) Government Policy; 
(iv) Corporate Strategy; and (v) Calculating 
the Water Footprint. The course involves both 
self-paced learning and online discussion 
facilitated by experts. All participants are 
required to complete an assignment and pass 
a test to receive the certificate. To complete 
the course, participants are expected to 
spend around 15 hours. Please visit at http://
www.waterfootprint.org for more information. 

The e-learning course titled “Water Footprint 
Assessment: Concept and Application" is 
one of the most effective online course for 
understanding the fundamentals of Water 
Footprint Assessment and how it can be 
used by consumers, businesses, policy 
makers, government representatives and 
non-governmental institutions. This three 
week course developed with the support from 
the Word Bank Institute and the University 
of Twente will be offered from 8 September 
to 26 September 2014. 

The course aims to provide participants 

e-Learning course ‘Water Footprint Assessment:  
Concept and Application’

Flood Loss Assessment in the Framework of  
Integrated Flood Management

A three-day training workshop on “Flood 
Loss Assessment in the Framework of 
Integrated Flood Management” was held 
from 12 to 14 May 2014 at Sarajevo, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina was organized by World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) through 
its Regional Office for Europe and Associated 

Programme on Flood Management (APFM). 
The workshop was organized as part of the 
broader initiative of “Building Resilience to 
Disasters in Western Balkans and Turkey”, 
specifically tailored to the Instrument for 
Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) Project Task 
3, which aimed to enhance regional risk 

assessment and mapping capacities through 
training in hazard analysis and mapping. 

The objective of the workshop was to 
strengthen the know-how and capacities of 
the participating countries. It also provided 
an opportunity to establish a network for 
exchanging information related to flood 
loss assessment. The participants of the 
workshop presented the methodologies 
for flood loss assessment widely used in 
their respective countries. More than 22 
participants, from 6 European countries 
represented various sectors, including 
hydrology and civil defence was attended 
the workshop.

WMO has been working for over 12 
years on the concept of ‘Integrated 
Flood Management’ in collaboration with 
GWP and other international research 
and development institutions of repute. 
The concept has been accepted by the 
UN System as the approach to deal 
with floods, a potential hazard in certain 
situations. IFM is also accepted as the best 
approach for adaptation to increasing flood 
extremes to one of the extremes. APFM 
has defined the concept, provided tools 
for implementation of the concept and is 
facilitating its implementation through its 
Helpdesk services to its member countries. 
These tools can be accessed through www.
apfm.info. 
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RuCID (Russia)
12th ICID International Drainage 
Workshop (12th IDW)

RuCID organized The 12th ICID International 
Drainage Workshop (12th IDW) on 
the theme “Drainage on Waterlogged 
Agricultural Areas” at Saint Petersburg, 
Russia from 23-26 June 2014. More 
than hundred drainage experts from 23 
countries participated in the deliberations 
of the workshop which includes 20 young 
professionals partially sponsored by RuCID 
by way of waiver of full registration fee.

The workshop was inaugurated by H.E. 
Semenvich Pavel Vladimirovich, Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture of the Russian 
Federation and President Dr. Gao Zhanyi. 
Mr. Alexsey Yakolnev, Acting Governor of 
St. Petersburg welcomed the participants. 
The concluding session chaired by Prof. 
Nickolay Nicholovich Dubenok, Head of 
the Russian Agriculture Research and 
Chairman of National Commission on 
Irrigation and Drainage was attended by 
Secretary General Avinash C. Tyagi. The 
workshop adopted a ‘Declaration’ which 
recognized the need to modernize and 
ameliorate the aging drainage systems by 
using not only the technical innovations 
but also addressing the social engineering 
aspects through provision of advisory 
services and the need to organize special 
purpose inter-regional service providers. 
The participants also expressed the need 
for providing training to the drainage 
experts from developing countries and 
exchange of experiences with developed 
country experts.

For Summary Report of 12th IDW, please 
access http://www.icid.org/news_ncs.html..

CEYRD (Spain) 
32nd Spanish National Congress on 
Irrigation and Drainage 

The Spanish National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (CERYD), together 
with the Spanish Association on Irrigation 
and Drainage (AERYD) successfully 
organized the 32nd Spanish National 
Congress on Irrigation and Drainage, from 
10-12 June 2014 with the active support 

of the High Technical School of Agronomy 
Engineering, Polytechnic University Madrid 
(UPM), Spain.

The opening ceremony was chaired by the 
Prof. Carlos Conde Lázaro, Honourable 
Chancellor of the University and Prof. 
Alberto Garrido who delivered the inaugural 
speech on the theme “Considerations on 
globalization and irrigated agriculture in 
Spain and worldwide”.

During the Congress some 65 technical 
papers were presented under four 
categories: (i) Irrigation hydrology, crops 
water requirements; (ii) Drainage, salinity, 
irrigation water quality, environmental 
impacts; (iii) Irrigation engineering 
and modernization, water and energy 
saving, etc.; and (iv) Irrigation farming 
management, economy, sustainability, 
water laws, etc. 

At ten parallel sessions a large number 
of issues were discussed some of them 
and the observations/ recommendations 
thereon are summarized as follows: 

(i)  Carrying out studies to adapt kc 
coefficients in accordance with local 
conditions in order to optimize irrigation 
scheduling; 

(ii)  Right application of deficit irrigation 
techniques increases the water use 
efficiency, the fruit commercial value and 
food quality and keep yields steady in 
areas with limited resources; 

(iii)  Encouraging use of remote sensing 
techniques and satellite images to 
characterize the spatial distribution of 
crops on large irrigated areas and relate it 
with water consumption and management; 

(iv)  Local studies to determine economic 
feasibility of use of regenerated water 
for irrigation; 

(v)  Energy certification of infrastructures with 
the purpose to improve their efficiency; 

(vi)  Regulation ponds for irrigation with pivots 
supplied from underground water allow 
important savings compared to the direct 
pumping cost from the aquifer for a given 
pumping height and crop area; 

(vii)  Increasing profits from irrigation 
by integrating and simultaneous 
implementation of technical support, 
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms; 

(viii) Explore potential for irrigation consolidation 
on the basis of multidisciplinary criterion 
to reverse the socioeconomic and 
environment deterioration of waterlogged 
irr igated areas; 

(ix)  Change of traditional irrigation into micro 
irrigation system might not be justified if 
the new farming policy doesn’t increase 
the benefits with more profitable crops 
and better irrigation practices; 

(x)  Use of maintenance services cut farming 
costs, improve the crops’ profitability and 
optimize the water resources; and 

(xi)  Strengthening inspection and control 
in the current regulations on water 
contamination. 

During the Congress a Roundtable was 
also held on the theme “Use of regenerated 
water (RW) for irrigation”, with four sub-
themes: (a) Production and transport of 
RW; (b) Effects of irrigation with RW on 
soils and crops; (c) Parks and Gardens 
irrigation with RW; and (d) Golf courses 
irrigation using RW.

At the end of the 32nd Congress, 
participants visited the modernization and 
consolidation of irrigation system of Barajas 
de Melo and fully modernized system of 
Estremera Channel Area. 

IWF-ICID.UK (United Kingdom)
ICID fraternity extends its warm welcome 
to Mr. Simon Howarth (UK), who has 
assumed the charge of the new Chairman 
of The Irrigation and Water Forum (IWF-
ICID.UK). The contact coordinates of Mr. 
Simon Howarth are: 

Chairman, The Irrigation and Water 
Forum – British National Committee of the 
International Commission on Irrigation and 
Drainage (IWF/ICID.UK); Head of School 
/ Sr. Lecturer / Consultant, School of 
Development Studies; University of East 
Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ, United Kingdom; 
Tel: (44) (0) 1603 593378 / Fax: (44) (0) 
1603 451999; E-mail: Simon.Howarth@
mottmac.com 

We thank Dr. Bruce Lankford, former 
Chairman of IWF-ICID.UK for his active 
support and contributions to ICID during 
his tenure.

ABID (Brazil)
The Brazilian National Committee of 
ICID (ABID) will be organizing its XXIV 
National Congress on Irrigation and 
Drainage (CONIRD), from 7 September to 
12 September 2014 at Brasilia. The main 
theme of the Congress is “Reservation and 
allocation of water for irrigated agriculture”. 

Please visit to www.abid.org.br for more 
information.

CNCID (China)
The new e-mail address of Mrs. Tan 
Xuming (Member of ICID’s Working Group 
on History of Irrigation, Drainage and 
Flood Control (WG-HIST) is <pek_wangli@
yahoo.com>

News from ICID National Committees

m
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Forthcoming Events
ICID Events

22nd ICID Congress and 65th IEC, 14-20 
September, 2014, at Gwangju Metropolitan 
City, Republic of Korea. Congress Theme: 
Securing Water for Food and Rural Community 
under Climate Change. Contact coordinates: 
Dr. Young D. Kim and Ir. Hun Sun Lee, 2nd 
Floor BH B/D 902-5 Bangbae-Dong, Seocho-
Gu, Seoul, 137-060, Republic of Korea. 
Tel: +82 2 6288 6300, +82-2- 6288-6399, 
E-mail: icid2014@icid2014.org, and http://
www.icid2014.org

66th IEC and 26th European Regional 
Conference, 11-16 October 2015, 
Montpellier, France. Contact: Secrétaire 
Général, Association Française pour l'Etude 
des Irrigations et du Drainage (AFEID), 361 
rue Jean-François Breton, BP 5095, F - 34196 
– MONTPELLIER CEDEX 5, France. Tel: 
+33.4.67.04.63.16, Fax: +33.4.67.16.64.40, 
E-mail: afeid@cemagref.fr, Website: http://
afeid.montpellier.cemagref.fr

2nd World Irrigation Forum (WIF2) and 
67th IEC, 2016, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
Contact: Dr. Somkiat Prajamwong, Secretary 
General of THAICID, (Director of Project 
Management, Royal Irrigation Department), 
Thai National Committee on Irrigation and 
Drainage (THAICID), 811 Samsen Road, 
Thanon-NakornchaiSri Dusit Bangkok 10300, 
Thailand. Tel: +662 243 7883; Fax: +662 243 
7883; E-mail: thaicid@hotmail.com; Website: 
http://www.rid.go.th/Thaicid/

Other Events 

International Conference on the Status 
and Future of the World's Large Rivers, 
21-25 July 2014 at Manaus, Amazonas, 

Obituary
It is with deep regrets that we inform the 
sad and untimely demise of Er. Claude-
Alain Vuillerat, President of the Swiss 
National Committee of ICID and Swiss 
National Commission on Agro-Systems 
and Land Improvement (CH-AGRAM) 
on 3rd June 2014.

Er. Vuillerat had been an outstanding 
Agricultural Engineer and as the President 
of CH-AGRAM, he had been effectively 
contributing to the activities of ICID ever 
since his taking over the presidentship 
from Prof. Andre Musy in October 
2004. Er. Vuillerat had represented 
ICID in many international meetings 
and his contribution, representing ICID, 
to the deliberations of Water Climate 
Conference-3, hosted by WMO in 
Geneva on 31 August to 4 September 
2009 was widely appreciated.

He was the member of the ICID’s 
European Regional Working Group 
(ERWG) since 2007 and actively 
contributed to the deliberations of the 
group during his tenure and actively 
participated in the ICID annual meetings. 
His contribution and dedication to 
ICID are widely recognized in the 
ICID fraternity and will be always 
remembered. ICID fraternity records its 
profound sympathy and conveys heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved family 
and to the members of Swiss National 
Committee of ICID and Swiss National 
Commission on Agro-Systems and Land 
Improvement (CH-AGRAM). 

May his soul rest in peace!

Brazil. All information is available at http://
worldslargerivers.boku.ac.at/wlr/

WaterLinks Forum 2014, 11-13 August 
2014 at Manila, Philippines. All information 
is available at http://www.adb.org/news/events/
waterlinks-forum-2014

Water Loss Forum, 28-29 August, 2014 at 
Istanbul, Turkey. More information is available 
at http://www.waterlossforum.org/en/

BIT’s 4th Annual World Congress of 
Agriculture-2014, Theme: Accelerating 
Agriculture Modernization 29-31 August 
2014 at Changchun, China. All information 
is available at http://www.bitcongress.com/
WCA2014/#

2014 Stockholm World Water Week on 
Theme: Energy and Water, 31 August – 5 
September 2014 at Stockholm, Sweden. 
All information is available at http://www.
worldwaterweek.org/

17th International Riversymposium, Theme: 
‘Large River Basins’ 8-10 October 2014 at 
Canberra (Australia) 2014. All information 
is available at http://riversymposium.com/

2014 Global Water for Food Conference – 
Theme: ‘Harnessing the Data Revolution: 
Ensuring Water and Food Security in 
a Digital World, 19-22 October 2014 at 
Seattle, Washington, USA. All information 
is available at http://waterforfood.nebraska.
edu/blog/2013/12/06/5397/

International Symposium on Weather 
and Climate Extremes, Food Security 
and Biodiversity, 20-24 October 2014 at 
Fairfax, Virginia (Metropolitan Washington 
D.C.), USA. All information is available at 
www.iscefs.org

The Agriculture and Environment Training 
Centre (AETC) Programme, 29 October – 
11 November 2014 at Galilee International 
Management Institute (GIM), Israel. All 
information is available at www.galilcol.ac.il

2nd International Conference on Improving 
Water Use Efficiency in the Urban Sector 
to Address Climate Change, 14 November 
2014 at Jacaranda Hall, India Habitat 
Centre, New Delhi, India. All information is 
available at http://www.cii.in/.

8th International Conference on River 
Basin Management including all aspects 
of Hydrology, Ecology, Environmental 
Management, Flood Plains and Wetlands, 
17-19 June 2015, A Coruna, Spain. All 
information is available at http://www.
wessex.ac.uk/15-conferences/river-basin-
management-2015.html

3rd International Conference on Water 
and Society, 15-17 July, 2015 at A 
Coruna, Spain. All information is available 
at http://www.globaleventslist.elsevier.com/
events/2015/07/3rd-international-conference-
on-water-and-society/

SGH Dr. Chitale visits ICID Central Office

Pipe Manufacturing Association and similar 
organizations. Secretary General Tyagi 
informed him of the new developments in 
ICID and the First World Irrigation Forum 
– WIF1 (2013) in Turkey and the next one 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 2016. Secretary 
General handed over the ‘Summary Report’ 
of First World Irrigation Forum (WIF1) and 
the ICID Annual Report for his information. 
Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar, Director thanked 
him for the brief visit. Dr. Chitale can be 
contacted at e-mail: <chitalema@bsnl.in>

Dr. M.A. Chitale, Honorary Secretary 
General (1993-1997), ICID and Stockholm 
Water Prize (1993) winner visited ICID 
Central Office on 08 July 2014. Secretary 
General Er. Avinash C. Tyagi welcomed him 
and held brief discussion. Dr. Chitale was 
curious to know about new developments 
in ICID and global irrigation scenario 
in general. He was happy to note the 
positive trends in world irrigation and food 
security. He emphasized on more studies 
in the area of sectoral water allocation as 
agriculture, being the largest user of water, 
will be competing with other sectors in 
near future. He explained the new trend 
in India to replace the open channels 
with closed pipe distribution system and 
urged ICID to provide guidance on the 
design and other issues related to this 
aspect. He recommended ICID to be more 
active in International Network of Basin 
Organisation (INBO) and International 

m


